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MM: This is an oral history interview with D. Banks Wilburn. The interview is being 
conducted by Montserrat Miller Chambers at the home of Mr. Wilburn, at 200 
Daughterty Drive, is this Huntington? (DBW: Barbousville) Barboursville, West Virginia. 
Today's date is Friday, March the 28th , 1986. And this interview is one in a series about 
change in Marshall's status from college to university. Mr. Wilburn, I'd like to have 
some biographical information about you, if I could. Could you please give me your full 
name? 
DBW: Daniel Banks Wilburn. 
MM: Okay. And what is the date of your birth? 
DBW: December the 15th , 1911. 
MM: Okay. And where were you born? 
DBW: Well, I was born in Duckbill, West Virginia. That's over in the eastern panhandle 
about five miles inside the border from Virginia. And my father was a farmer. I was, 
most of us in those days, I was born at home. 
MM: What were your parents names? 
DBW: My father's name was Daniel Beltz Wilbur, B-e-I-t-z, a family name. My mother's 
name was Anna well, it was Anna Crowell. I can't think of her ... Anna Elizabeth Crowell. 
That was it, Anna Elizabeth Crowell. And she was from Jefferson County. 
MM: And your, where was your father from? 
DBW: He was from Berkeley County. And his father and family, well, his father moved 
in here after the Civil War and married. Because he married, he never got back to 
Louisiana. It took a hundred years for any of us to get back to Louisiana. [laughing] 
Almost a hundred. And our son's been gone, it's been eight years, to Louisiana, New 
Orleans. And now he's over in Mississippi, as a manager of a t.v. station. 
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MM: How many children do you have? 
DBW: Three, Donald is the oldest, and then JoAnn, who is a teacher in Cincinnati, and 
then Carolyn, who is a counselor for [inaudible] ... 
MM: Tell me a little something about your childhood and upbringing. 
DBW: Well, I was really brought up in Martinsburg. And my father and mother moved 
there from Shepherdstown. I had just an ordinary childhood. And we went to a United 
Brother in Christ Church. And uh, oh ... l never, see, Boy Scouts was kind of young then. 
I never got to join the Boy Scouts. I didn't get to do anything, as far as in the United 
Way. I worked a lot part-time. And I guess when I was sixteen, I worked full-time in the 
summer, carrying papers, collected for the papers, and I carried the 
Sunday morning and the Martinsburg paper in the afternoon, after school. And oh, 1. .. 1 
got a, that was a good training for me, a good education. I didn't realize it at the time. 
But I would collect a hundred dollars on Saturday or more for the man who handled the 
papers there locally. Then I worked for him in the store. We had a, we had, he had all 
the magazines, he was the distributor of magazines for Martinsburg and different places 
throughout the city. He distributed those. And I never did anything like that. But then 
oh, I guess the next thing I did was work at a pharmacy. And I often said to the 
pharmacist up here, I said, [inaudible] because I worked for a pharmacist who 
would take his afternoon, his Wednesday afternoon off. And he'd leave me there and 
I'd have no professional training. But I filled prescriptions as long as I didn't have to 
take one powder out of one jar and one out of another and mix 'em together. I could 
pour something from bottle to another. [laughing] And all that sort of thing. Which 
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today would be against the law. So I guess I did that. I worked that all through high 
school. And then when I finished high school, I went to Shepherd College. I was going 
to be a physician. And it was during The Depression. The Depression had just broken 
into that part of West Virginia. And uh, I had relatives in Washington, who had made it 
possible for me to go to medical school in Georgetown. But I would have had to 
worked. And I knew that going to medical school, I just couldn't hold a job and do that. 
But I had this cousin who worked for the federal government. And he drove a 
limeosine. And that was what I was going to do. Anywyay, I never go to go down there. 
I went to college, graduated June the 5th from high school. June the 10th I s~arted into 
college. And went up to college for that whole year and next summer. And it was when 
a lot of things were changing. And my, I had a car, Model T Ford, the last Model T they 
made in 1927. And I, that summer, was one of the faculty and two girls went to school 
with me, it was ten miles from Martinsburg to Shepherdstown. And uh, so this girl had 
her degree. She was going to graduate at the end of the summer. And she was going 
to get a job and she got one in Virginia, Frederick County, Virginia at Winchester. So 
she said, was telling us about it, you know. I thought, "Gee, whiz, if I could make that 
money for a year or two, and then I could go to medical school." Well, I went home and 
told my parents about it. My father didn't want me to do anything about it. He wanted 
me to go on to Washington and go to medical school. I'd had to have gone one more 
year at Shepherd. Because I didn't have all the chemistry I needed and all the biology. 
But anyway, so finally, about three or four weeks before school started, I kept after him 
and after him and after, and thing were getting worse. He was working about three 
days a week and sometimes not that often. And later, in the last of September and 
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October, he didn't work at all. He worked [inaudible]. ... almost anything. But in those 
days, the [inaudible] ... mills were used either to make clothing or to make clothing and 
upholstery for automobiles. And so he worked at that for a number of years. In fact, he 
worked until he retired at that. But he finally, I finally convinced him it was better that I 
take a year or two off if I could. So he told me to go on down and see whether I could 
find a job or not. And I did. I, this man took me out, the superintendent, that afternoon 
and showed me two schools. And so, he said, "Now, I can get you a place to live here, 
get you a place down there." So I said, [inaudible] .... the school was on one hill and this 
house was on the other. And you walked just right out of the house down the hill a little 
piece and up to the school. So I went over there and taught for two years. And I liked 
the children so well, that I never thought about going to medical school. And so I was 
there for two years. 
MM: What age children were you teaching? 
DBW: They were in the elementary school, it was a one-room school, one-room teacher 
school. And they only had seven years that they went to school in Virginia. And the 
interesting thing was, in those days they still believed in contests. And there was a 
period of time when they thought it wasn't good to have contests, you know, with kids. 
But they still believed in it and they had some. And I remember this one child, I've been 
trying to locate him ever since. He talked to me more about reading readiness. His 
problem was he wasn't, he wasn't dull, it just that he wasn't ready to read yet, hadn't 
experienced it. But I worried and I worried about him all fall. And up until we went on, 
we went on Thanksgiving vacation. And I still worried about him. And when he came 
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back, it just changed him. We started in and he seemed really to learn real fast. And 
so, at the end of his first year, school year, we had this contest. And he won the 
reading contest for all the children in the first grade in Frederick County, Virginia . Well, 
of course, the supervisor just thought that was great, that I was something unusual. But 
anyway, I went ahead and taught another year there. And then 1. .. 1 went_ back to West 
Virginia. Because the reason I started out in Virginia, I was not qualified to teach in 
Virginia. In the two summers going to summer school, I qualified and I got this job as a 
principal in a two-teacher's school and I stayed there for five years. And then I, in the 
meantime, I had completed my bachelor's degree. And the superintendent changed, 
that was when the county unit came in and they got rid of all the school districts and just 
the county, the whole county unit. So she recommended me for a supervisor's position, 
which you couldn't call them superivisors. You had to call them superintendent's or 
assistant superintendents. So I became an assistant superintendent and worked away 
with the teachers who were out in the rural areas. And so I worked at that for oh, let's 
see, I said I was there five years ... five. And uh, I worked, I must have worked a total of 
ten years there all together. But anyway, I got my doctor's, finished my doctor's at 
George Washington during that time, my master's I finished at West Virginia and my 
doctorate. And I went to Iowa. I went to what they now call Iowa, Northern Iowa State 
University. It was Iowa State Teachers College, one of the outstanding teachers 
college in the country. And I went out there to teach methods of teaching and 
arithmetic. So I was there for two years and seven months. And in the course of that 
time, President Smith called me one day and said that he had to have a dean for the 
teachers college and that I had been recommended. So .... 
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MM: And did you know President Smith before that phone call? 
DBW: No, no, I'd never met him. So he asked me if I would be willing to come in for an 
interview, and I said, "Well, I'll talk to Mrs. Wilburn and I'll call you back on the 
telephone." So she didn't like Iowa. It was so cold. And I had this job where I was 
away out doing supervisory work, twelve weeks and then I'd be on the campus for 
twelve weeks. So we, she said, she was interested. So I called back. And I went in for 
this interview with him. 
MM: And when was this? 
DBW: That was in 1947. And so he said to me, "Now, 1"11 have to know right soon." He 
said, "I want you to take enough time, I want you to be satisfied." But I said, "Well, 
[inaudible].... We, he called me two or three times, and finally the last time he called, 
he said, "I've just got to have an answer from you." And so, I talked with her again, I 
called him up and told him I'd take it, I'd be there. They wanted to give me another job 
at Iowa. And it was well, it was, they were giving me assurance, really, not another job 
but that I would have a position and so on. Well, anyway, that was the end of that. And 
I came on in here. And I stayed here until I went to Marshall as dean. No, I went to 
Marshall as dean. And then, from there, after seventeen years at Marshall, I went to 
Glenville as president for thirteen years. And that, it was time to retire. [laughing] I was 
65. 
MM: You had a full career there. Now, when you came to Marshall as dean, did you 
also teach classes at the time? 
DBW: Yes, I did. I taught methods in arthimetic and taught on Saturday. And then 
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1. .. I ... if we had an extra class, and that was the time that we were growing and growing 
so rapidly, in 1947, '48, and '49. And I taught tests and measures on Saturday for, it 
was only one semester I taught an extra class. [inaudible] ... at that semester. So I took 
35 of them and a faculty member took the other 35. But those were good years at 
Marshall. 
MM: Where was your office at that time? 
DBW: It was in the old building there, the main building. (MM: Old Main?) Old Main. 
And it was on, at first, it started out on the left side of the hall going down and it was a 
very small office. No privacy. And then, President Smith decided he wanted to 
rennovate some of it down there. So then I moved to the right side of it, the last office 
on the right side of the building. And that's when I had so me privacy there. 
MM: Now, during your term as the dean, were you responsible for the lab school? 
DBW: Oh, yes. Yes, the lab school was there when I went. And I was responsible for 
it. I guess I was responsible for any of the changes that took place. Now, I didn't want 
to give the lab school up, and I still think it was a mistake. President Smith wanted to 
give it up on a financial basis. And it did take, I'd say, oh, 75-80,00 dollars just to suport 
it a year. But it was, it was well worth it. And it fitted into our program so well. We 
were the first school, first college, that had full-time teaching for students. And they 
started out in the lab school. And then they went out into the community and taught 
full-time for a semester, not just two hours a day, but they taught full time. And that was 
a step forward, that we had not had before. And then we had another program. It's 
interesting, when you get as old as I am and you hear some of these people talk about 
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how you can improve education and so on and so forth, and you look back and you 
think, "Well, gosh, we did that 30, 40 years ago." And we had a program that was like a 
oh, I guess you'd call it having a well, it was not, it was internship. So actually, they got 
down to their third year, finished their third year, entered their fourth year, you could 
select a full-time position for one semester an~ be paid a thousand dollars for it. And 
then you would come back to school. It took five years to graduate. It would take five 
years, unless you went to summer school. And you could come back to school, of 
course for a semester. And then you would get another assignment and that would be 
full-time. So you had two full-time semesters. Really it was a five-year program all 
together. And the second time you were out you got $1100. And they, that program 
was very effective. Students liked it. The county people liked it and all. But the state 
department of education didn't like it, because they said, and the VNEA didn't like iut 
because they said, it did not treat teachers fairly. Well, 
MM: In what sense did they mean that? 
DBW: That you were taking jobs away from people who'd graduated at the end of four 
years, you see. That wasn't true at all. But Miss Starcher, Geneveve Starcher, was a 
hard person to convince. 
M M: Who was she? 
DBW: She was the director of certification in the state. I just wrote a history of her life. 
I didn't like the woman, but l ... since I've had a hell of a time with her biography. But I 
liked her as a person. But when it came to being a professional, she did everything 
from a political standpoint. And it, she wasn't interested in, in the professional part of 
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this. So anyway, that was probably I think one of my outstanding achievements while I 
was there. (MM: The lab school?) Mmm-hmm, the lab school and this internship 
program. My daughter, our daughter, JoAnn, Caroline, took the internship program and 
she still talks about it. That was the best thing that ever happened to her. 
MM: Now, the lab school offered some special programs to students, too, that wasn't 
available in other schools, in the way of language and music. 
DBW: Oh, yes, oh, yes. And then, not only that, but for a school no larger than the lab 
school, they had a program in, we have it in vocational education. But we had 
everything that we could put into it, that they did most places, we had work in oh, well, 
used to, the boys did ... (MM: lndustrial ... ) ... yeah, industrical vocational education, they 
called it. So we had two courses in that. And those were unusual. 
MM: Now, tell me about President Smith. Did you know him well? 
DBW: I didn't know him until I came there. He was a wonderful man; I learned a lot 
from him. He, like all of us, he had his positive virtues. President Smith did not like to 
get involved in ... there she is ... he didn't like to get involved in ... (MM: She wants to be on 
tape) [referring to an animal] But anyway, if someone else could settle a problem for 
him, he'd be happy. But I, I just learned a lot from him. And he came from 
Pennsylvania down here. He had never had any college experience until he came 
here. And he came first, applied he told me, to be Dean of Men. And when he got 
down here, the president and the dean of the college of arts and science, Dean Barlett, 
looked him over and said, well, they thought that he'd make a good teachers college 
dean. Before he went home, they asked him if he'd like to be the dean of the teachers 
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college. So he took that, he accepted it. Then he started in and he did well, he really 
did. He taught me a lot. And first of all, he was, his honesty and integrity was high. 
And he would oh, just so many things. I can't remember all. I know in dealing with 
students ... one time I remember there was a student that failed, flunked out. Her father 
came down and wanted to see if there was any way possible he could get her back in 
school. And President Smith sat down there and he said, "Well," he said, "you know, 
I'm like an old judge we had in Pennsylannia." He said, "Now, he used to say 95% of 
the time I just follow the law." And he said, "There's no exception either way. Five 
percent of the time," he said, "I will veer to the right or to the left." But he said, "I'll take 
into consideration." Well, that just stuck with me. So and ... l thought, "Well, anybody 
that has been in here five times, and flunked out, deserves to have one more 
opporutnity." [laughing] And so, she ..... 
MM: Okay, let me flip this tape. 
END OF SIDE 1 - BEGIN SIDE 2 
MM: All right. When did you first remember President Smith and others at Marshall 
talking about trying to get university status? 
DBW: I don't remember.... I honestly can't say. I don't remember ... we talked about it 
quite a bit. But as far as any definite time, I would have people, I would be out on the 
road and places in Charleston, people would say, "Marshall's name ought to be 
changed." We kept growing and growing and growing. And of course, you'd agree with 
'em. So uh, he, he, due to, I'm sure, due to the influence here, and due to the certain 
members of the state board of education. In those days, it was the state board that 
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managed all the colleges, except Marshall University and West Virginia University. And 
West Virginia University was under its own board of governors. So I'm sure that he 
paid attention to that. And there was one man that was on the board from here. And I 
can't tell you his name now. I know his wife and I've done things for her because she's 
sort of alone. And he was, the man that I'm talking about, was editor, general editor 
and publisher of The Herald Dispatch. In fact, President Smith, if I would say anything 
negative about President Smith, he ... if this man said, "Now, don't do this, I don't want to 
hear any more," well, regardless of how President Smith felt, he would justu abide by it. 
But this man evidently was behind the idea of having a university. And so, I didn't know 
that this was going on for some time. But President Smith spent oh, one whole year, 
one whole when I say one whole year, maybe more than that. He had a record in a 
notebook like probably about this size. And he had in here that he had a photograph 
and biographical material. And then he had what people had told him about this 
member of the House of Delegates or state senate. how he felt about certain things. 
And from September to oh, January, he spent every weekend on the road visiting these 
members of the legislature in their offices or homes, and sitting doen with them and 
explaining why they ought to had this as a university. And I know I learned about it 
before it was all over, because he said, "Look," he said "there's a number of these 
people over in the eastern panhandle I just don't know. I have had no contact with 
them." And then he gave me a list of them to go see and talk to. Hell, I didn't find 
anybody against the idea. And I can remember even when the legislature was in 
session, the bill was passed. l ... there were several legislators that there was no reason 
for them to be for it or against it. And one man, Clarence Martin, Jr., was a Catholic. 
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He had graduated from a Roman Catholic school, law school. And I said to him over at 
the legislature, he was going up the stairs to his office. And I met him on the steps and 
I said, "Clarence, would you support a bill to make Marshall, rename Marshall to be 
Marshall University?" And his reply was, "Yes, I would." Just like that. And I talked to 
several people for him, and we kept a record of what they said, and what we said to 
them. And so, that's the way that happened. And then they, there was only one 
criticism. And I still think we made a mistake. And President Smith said, "It's too late, 
the bill's been written." But he said, "I agree with you." That we'd been better off 
probably, because there are questions raised even today, "Well, is Marshall a state 
college or a state university?" And I was saying to him, "President Smith, it would be so 
much better if we're known as Marshall State University." So anyway, it didn't turn out 
that way. But this idea that so many people, I know Hugh Kincaid was one of the 
others. I know Hugh said the other day in the paper, or not too long ago ..... 
[inaudible] ... because the people here were not interested, because it didn't make one 
bit of difference one way or the other whether we had liquor by the drink or not. But 
that was used as a dealing, you might say, a dealing bar with the legislators in the north 
and in the east. Because in the north, particuarly all up and down the Ohio Valley, from 
Wheeling on down, they wanted liquor by the drink and were willing to stand up and 
vote for it. But we down here could say, well, it doesn't make a bit of differnence to us. 
If we do vote for that, we've got an obligation to vote to make Marshall a state 
university. So that's how Marshall became a university. I often have said to people, 
about the Osteopathic College over here, people said, "Oh, we don't need another 
medical school. We can't support it." And I said, "Well, now, look," I said, "if Governor 
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Moore wants it," and I said, "the Osteopathic board," then there was another deal right 
then going on, I forget what it was. Anyway, I said, "we're going to have an osteopathic 
school, just as we have Marshall University." And some of the younger legislators did 
not understand that there was a deal between the legislators up and down the Ohio 
Valley. And the Marshall people about the university .... they did understand. They were 
the ones that labeled us the surburan university. [chuckling] 
MM: That's very interesting. When, in mid-February, when the senate passed it's 
version of the bill first, then the House passed it the following week, was that any sort of 
a surprise to President Smith and others at Marshall, that it had passed? 
DBW: I don't, I don't know. They tried to tangle the thing up with, what different schools 
were we going to do. West Virginia University tried to get involved in it and they didn't 
want us to have an engineering school. Well, we had one anyway. We don't, I don't 
know whether they have one now or not, not for a while they didn't. But there were 
those things that were thrown in to sort of cloud the works. And uh ... but that's all, I 
would say. I think everybody was for it and I don't think there was any difference 
between what the people in the House and what the people in the Senate felt. You 
see, the senators that were really involved, those that came from the north, Ohio 
County, up in that area, Wurt County, they were all interested in the liquor by the drink 
and so that made a lot of difference. 
MM: Did you have any contact or did you know of any contact with WVU administators, 
supporters or faculty who were against Marshall getting university status? 
DBW: I can't name anybody specifically. But I know in general that it did exist. They 
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didn't want, they felt that we would be involved in too many things that they were 
involved in. And actually, after we were named a university, there were a lot of things in 
education that we would get started in first, and then, they'd come along and follow us. 
But they would try to make the public think that it originated with them. And that we 
dealt with all the time. I guess they're still dealing with it. I can't name something now 
specifically. But they did. And oh, I can remember ... we had the first program in helping 
people who had speech defects. And you see, I learned a lot in Iowa, because they 
are, in Iowa, they had what they called an extension service, where I had to go out four 
days a week, one day or the other, and along with me, three other teachers. And I 
often kidded about it, I said the only reason I got the job was because I could drive a 
car. But anyway, this woman that I went with, and I recognized that this was important, 
was a speech specialist. And she would go out in the county system and they did not 
have a real county system, they were districts. But they and they hwsopuld calle her 
and say ew had six or eight students that we wanted you to evalutate4. tand the rest of 
would go out and be doing our other chores, reading, arithmetic or whatever. Then 
when I came back and I kept encouraging President Smith and other people in the 
College of Education to, teachers college, to do something in these areas. And weh ad 
the first speech therapist out in the field. Well, then West Virginia, the thing at West 
Virginia would do, they started, too, and uh, they would make a big to-do about it with 
the news media, see. They had the news services, which we didn't have. And uh, so 
you would think it all started with them. But very seldom, I can say this honestly, very 
seldom were they ever the people that initiated the first move. [laughing] 
MM: When you were in Iowa, were there similar antaginism between state supported 
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colleges? 
DBW: No, no .... you see, in Iowa, that's an interesting thing about Iowa. You only had 
three state schools. You had the University of Iowa, and then you had Iowa State 
University, at that time, which was the agricultural school, engineering school and so 
on. And then you had the teachers college, Iowa State Teachers College. So you only 
had three schools. And there was not that kind of you might say, rivalry or anything at 
all going on. No, it was different. 
MM: And when you had, I assume you had a lot of contact with people from VNU in 
your many years here at Marshall. Have they all been cordial and everything? 
DBW: Yes, they have with me. 
MM: The antagonism, is it more underlying than many of them? 
DBW: Yes. I've never had any trouble with them. And I don't think they've had any 
trouble with me. The only thing is, I'm not going to give in and I'm not going to let 'em 
say, "Now, this is your responsibility and this is somebody else's responsibiloity," when 
there is a need where we're located, to be involved. And uh, there's no point in one 
taking over the whole state. No, I can't say.... The fact of the matter is this is my 
friends. And I guess they considered me a friend, they were mostly in the leadership 
positions. Dr. Feaster, who's, he was president, he was dean of the college of 
education at West Virginia University and later became president at Fairmont. He and I 
were good friends all along . And I'm just trying to think who followed him. I don't know. 
They wanted me to come up there and go to work for a little while. I just told them to 
forget it. Because I felt I couldn't get a better place than right here. 
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MM: Now, you were at Marshall both under the old system and under the Board of 
Regents. Do you think the Board of Regents system has helped Marshall in general? 
DBW: It has helped Marshall, in general. And that's a good question. Becauwe I 
always get amused at somebody asking that. I was going to say, "Well, I'm one of the 
reasons why they have the Board of Regents." I was very convincing with legislators, I'll 
have to say that. But uh, there always, people have always said, "Why in the world the 
Board of Regents?" And I said, "Well, here's one reason right here." I said it. And then 
I'd go on, of course, and basically explain to them what the Board of Regents did and 
all. The one thing that I now think about the Board, is that the Board has become 
well ... every time you turn around, there's this person here's responsible for one thing, 
and the next thing, this person is responsible .... you just get too much. And when it 
started out, they had six or eight, they had somebody in charge of maintenance, in 
charge of passing on new developments. I'm talking now about physical ~evelopments. 
And then they had a busienss person. They had two assistants. But now, you go over 
there now and look around, you can get lost just looking. And I think they're getting 
themselves in trouble more and more. I don't think the reasons for what Governor 
Moore wants to do are justifiable. I'd tell him so. I don't .. .. because it's just political. He 
just wants to get rid of some people. And he got rid of Gingsberg and I don't know what 
he wants now. But anyway, that's..... But it's, it started out and it was a good thing. 
Because here's what was happening, every college president went to the legislature to 
present his own case. And we were up there all the time, all the time. And uh, then 
when the first member, or when the first chancellor came, he just laid down the law and 
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wouldn't let any of us go. And you just couldn't go for anything. I remember one time, I 
think one or two, the only time I was ever there, and it was at his insistence, was that 
they wanted to, the legislature was in session, they wanted to increase the tuition. And 
we were, we were on spring break in most of the colleges. Now, we were not, we 
were ... either our spring break was over or the next week. So he told us. And the 
president, the man who was president at Shepherd and myself, and the chancellor was 
up there, and we spent some time from about 11 o'clock 'til 4, talking to the legislators. 
And I remember this one senator from our area, he met me outside the Senate, and he 
said, "What do you think about that bill?" And I said, "Well, I'll tell you what I think about 
it. I would not want to be in your shoes, if you vote for it, or even if you didn't vote for it, 
and it passes the Senate, you're wrong." And he said .... [inaudible] ... I said, "Look what 
you're doing to these kids." They were going to raise the tuition $25-$30 or something. 
And he said, "Well, I'm so glad I saw you." And he said, "They're not going to do 
anything to it until tomorrow." And that was Monday. So we were the only school in 
session. And I went home and there was an attorney up in Glenville now, in fact, he 
graduated from the \/NU law school. In fact, he was still in Glenville. But he was 
president of the student association and he was always on the Board of Regents. So 
we had a meeting with the faculty that afternoon. Then that evening I had a meeting 
with the students. And I'll tell you, that the time the faculty, we had a letter, we signed 
this letter, we got this down and it was on everybody's desk on Monday morning, every 
senator. And then these, you see, you'd be surprised. I'm sure that Chuck realizes 
this. But you'd be surprised at the number of kids in college who's parents work for the 
state. It surprised me. And just hundreds and hundreds of them. And so, these kids 
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called home. And I said to them, "Now, if you've got any way, an aunt or an uncle or 
your mother or father, are connected with the state, you call them and ask them to call 
the legislators up there of your county. Senators is where it was. Because it passed 
the House. And then so they did. And we really killed the bill. We were the only 
college. But that's, in those days, I'd say the Board of Regents did a good job. I don't 
know what they do today. It's just so complicated. 
MM: It's very complicated. How do you ... do you think the university status has been a 
good thing for Marshall? 
DBW: Yes, I do. It has been and it has helped us to get, even when I was there, helped 
us to get a better quality of faculty. We would rather come to a university than to go to 
a college, that's one thing. I think that has also helped our graduates to be a graduate 
of a university rather than a college. And I can't think of anything, anyay, academically 
that [inaudible] .... 
MM: What do you think about Marshall's current funding problems? 
DBW: Well, again, Marshall and the other universities and the other colleges, are a bit 
like the Board of Regents. You just don't know where they are. lt's ... but Marshall 
needs every penny it's getting and more, too, I'll say that. I may be predjudice. But it 
does. I don't think there's money wasted at Marshall. Sometimes I think it's, that you 
have a change in administration and you have a change in what the person who's in 
charge or the leader, thinks you ought to have. And that differs from time to time. I 
don't think Marshall is being fairly treated right now, in comparison with the others. 
MM: When Marshall became a university, was that of any help to us in terms of the 
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athletics, too? Was it helpful? 
DBW: I would say in the same manner, yes. I'd rather go to, if I were a young athlete, 
I'd go to a university, not just to another college. I think that was helpful. 
MM: And when, when President Smith was lobbying the legislature, there was some, a 
great deal of concern from the supporters of vi.NU, that Marshall would want to take 
away funding from it. What was Dr. or President Smith's response to that? 
DBW: I can't really tell you what he responded directly, or what his direct response was. 
He never talked about things like that. He was very, well, I can remember so many 
different times that we'd have problems. And if he could stay out of the problems, he 
would. But we'd sit around the table, you know, and have our counsel there. And 
here's a problem that would concern certain people, and they were trying to solve it. 
And sometimes it was, really we had the person who was involved in the problem right 
there. And he liked for us to do the so-called dirty work and he sat there. He wouldn't, 
he wouldn't oh, he wouldn't deny what we said, but he just wouldn't say it himself. lt"s 
the way he responded. [laughing] 
MM: Well, thank you very much. I've learned a lot from the interview, and I've enjoyed 
it thoroughly. Thank you. END OF INTERVIEW 
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